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LABOR HISTORY, ORAL HISTORY, AND MAY 4

By Staughton Lynd

Remarks made at the Annual Dinner of the Fricnds of the Kent State
University Librarics, .’\]Iril 15, 19498,

Since the 1960s we have become accustomed 1o the idea of
*history from the bottom up.” History, it is ;trguml, should not be
written solely from the standpoint of great white men, or seen
1|1ru-ugh the eyes ol the governing class. It is true that such ersons
create the bulk of the most l:.l:\‘li.“,' accessible historical documents:
laws, letters, memoirs, and the like. But the view [rom above is
necessarily limited, and by whatever leats of ingenuity we must
tease out the story as it was lived and perceived by the poor and
working classes, by women, by African-Americans and other
minorities, We must use manor rolls and court records, surviving
issucs of ohscure l':arimilc.‘l]s, and narratives ol umes when the so-
called inarticulate Hjml-:l; 1|1ruugh their comduct, These groups are
not really “inarticulate,” They just don't write very much, and
their experience must be nppri:h::ul:lcd in other ways.

'I'::nigh[ I want to explore a second distinction: between
history written from the outside, and history written or
remembered from the inside. 1 shall suggest that the old history is
history written not just from the top down but also externally,
from outside the experience being described. T shall contend that
the best hiﬁlurf penetrates Lo the inmer feel and texwre of what
was at stake, to the values contended for, the hopes cherished, the




dreams that were dared and, alas, destroyed. You remember
Vachel Lindsay’s poem “The Leaden-Eyed”:

Let not y{ﬂ,ll'ng .\illulﬁ e :;mnﬂu:rl.:ll out

Before they do quaint deeds, and lully flaunt their pride.
It is the world's one crime, its babes grow dull

Its poor are ox-like, limp, and leaden-eyed.

Mot that they starve, but that they starve so dreamlessly;
Mot that that sow, but that they seldom reap;

Mot that they serve, but that they have no Gods 1o serve;
Not that they die, but that they dic like sheep.

In fact, I shall argue, history written both from below and
Irom inside the historical experience reveals that the history of
poor and wnrking pm:-pl{: isa |1:'slur:,r ol dreams, ol reaping, al
unexpected divinity, and of memorable death.

Labor History

Labor Ilislnr}* tends 1o be tlmdlf dull, This is |‘mr|]}l because i
is so often institutional history, the story of trade unions as
revealed in their documents. But even the so-called new labor
hi:tl.vr:lnrj,'1 while it may be concerned about human hulngx rather
than organizations, is still often history from the outside. What is
going on when a worker refuses a promotion to foreman? Is he or
she feeling, in the words of Eugene Debs, that “when | rise it will
be with the wnrhing class, not [rom the w-::rl:ing ¢lags™? Or is the
waorker more like Ken Tucker, in the collection of oral histories
my wile and | entitled Rank and File, who became a union allicer




in order to hecome a foreman, and only abandoned this career
when management behaved so unfairly that (in Ken's words) it
got my back up"? Iff we aspire to learn not just what happened in
labor history but also what labor history meant to its rank-and-file
protagonists, new vistas open. | should like to illustrate what |
mean {rom the work of a young man from Barberton, John
Borsos,

In a book about the unionism of the carly 1930z, entitled *We
Arc All Leaders”, John wrote a brilliant chapter about Barberton,
He told how almost all the union organizing there during the
1930s and alierwards was done by local people, not by outside
organizers. He said that unionism in Barberton was a I.|r||||}' allair;
"When anather phm in town went on strike, you almost 'L|1.vu\r'~i
had an aunt or cousin working there, and so you joined its p]:_l-u._t
line as a matter of course.” This localized, horizontal style ol
']rj:‘”"'"""L {,~11_-‘|,|r'1_~:i a htr:mE\ movemaoent, one that htnh::ri CI IS
Labaor Day para{]ns well into the pusl—WﬂrH War Il Fi‘.]'iﬂd.

i'.','nn'n'n;q| a livde closer to Kent, John also has written an
unpublished manuscript with the provocative title, *Ironing Out
Chaos: The ClO-ization of the United Rubber Workers, 1933-
1941.” Herein he argues that the ercation of the United Rubber
Waorkers — in which John's own father took part — "was
primarily the product of the self-organization ol workers in
Akron, a community-based, solidarity-oriented movement...
[W1hat made the rubber workers as militant as they were in the
19305 and ht‘.}rr}m’s was larg:ﬂ_\,' because the organization predated
the CIO."



There was much that was unigue about the rubber workers'
organizing which, 1 suggest, we still have not fully grasped from
inside the experience, Consider the six-hour day. It was
introduced by Goodyear management in Novemnber 1930 as a
means to share work in response 1o the Depression. But rubber
workers fiercely held on to the six-hour day when management
wanted once again 1o lengthen it, and retained it (I believe) at
least until Warld War 11 Wh}-‘ was the six-hour l'_l,ﬂ:r' so important
to rubber workers? Was work in the "gum mines” rn:n]]:,' more
burdensome than work on an automaobile aﬁﬂemh]}- line or in an
open hearth? Or was something else involved?

O take the sit-down strike. The sit-downs in the Akron
rubber plants, like the great picket line around the giant Goodycar
plant in 1936, are part of labor’s mythology. But have we learned
anything about the origin of the sit-down since Louis Adamic
wrote in the 19305 Adamic suyg-:-.slud that the sit-down tactic was
invented at a local baseball game, as a means ol protesting against
an umpire’s decision, Was it peculiar to rubber workers?
Evidently not; think of Flint. Perhaps to Appalachians? To skilled
wuorkers who could not casily be replaced? And, since our theme
is the internal landscape of such happenings, was there a peculiar
joy in a sit-down strike, as workers today report when they slow
doswn and work to rule in pursuit of the so-called “inside
ﬁtr.'ltrg}r"! Horsos quotes Ruth M;_'K:_-rmu_-,r':-s Industrial "l."a.llc}-: “A
man in the truck tire department [at General Tire in 1934 said he
wouldn't stand for it any more, and out of that came the strike.
The crowd marched out of the gates singing and booing the plant




manager and laughing. The rubberworkers went home conlident
and casy in their minds.”

What else was going on in the turbulent participatory
dt:nlmfl'.l.t.‘jf ol rubber workers in the 1930s? :‘Lgain Borsos quotes a
waonderful passage from McKenney:

The rubberworkers had carricd over the technique of
Baptist prayer sessions, where everybody was free 1o “testily”
as the spirit moved him, o their union meetings. Tirehuilders
rose in the Federal locals 1o '1.1::.'1.1|'Jr" about 'wh}' ain't this
union gittin” anywheres,” whenever the thought struck them,
which was rather olten. . ..

A third intriguing issue invalves senlority. Seniority is olten
considered the CIO's signature achievement. But mechanical
application ol seniority to layolls could result — and olten does
result today — in the youngest and most vulnerable workers,
olten women and Alrican-Americans, losing their income
entirely, while older white male employees continue to work
overtime. There is a great deal of evidence that workers in the
19305 opposed a mechanical use of seniority in layolT situations,
and instead advocated share-the-work plans. As John Borsos says,
“Share-the-work was an inherently collective response: workers as
a whole would withstand the deprivation.” It was also a response
in the manner ol a family.

Finally, there is the matter of collective bargaining. Everyone
knows that the IWW relused o sign contracts, whereas the C10
made a signed contract one of its principal objectives. Right?



Well, not al!ngulhur rlght. In Akron, Goodrich Local 5 of the
CIO Rubber Workers relused to sign a contract lor a year and a
hall *because, like the IWW, they belicved that a signed contract
might limit their rangc ol activities,”

l II[]]"H.'. 1 have ]mrﬁuu:lwl you that there may be more 1o be
learned about the labor history of your own backyard. Contrary to
the uniform pattern evident in many histories of the CIO, in this
I{;L:alil}' one linds a mosaic of :«u.-uunngl:,' unigjue local practices, of
differences requiring n-xp]mmliun, 'l'ht.-}' can uhlj‘ le understond, |
submit, i we find a way to talk about the subjective why as well as
the objective whar. When it is possible, that is, when one i
ﬁllld:ﬂing movements some of the participants in which arc still
alive, surely the royal road 1o greater understanding in depth is
oral history.

Oral History

I don't mean to say that it is anly through oral history that one
can penetrate the inner life of those at the bottom of the social
pyramid. Asa grarhm[:: student in story I studied tenart farmers
in the Hudson Valley of New York before the American
Revolution. I had a problem. In southern Dutchess County,
tenants supported the American Revolution. In Columbia County
just 1o the north, tenants rebelled in arms in support ol the King,
Why the difference? Just at the end of my rescarch, 1ound a set
of petitions addressed 1o the revolutionary New York State
legislature, in which tenant farmers asked 1o be given ownership



ol their farms, Holding these old documents in my hands, rl.nuling
the many names laboriously penned two hundred years before, a
great light dawned. The landlords in southern Dutchess County
were Tories, There, a tenant Farmer would take his chances on
independence, hoping to get title o his farm if his landlord was
killed or forced 1o flee. In Columbia County the landlords were
patriotic Livingstons, A tenant [armer in Columbia County might
therefore place his bets on the Crown, believing that if the
Livingstons were defeated, hanged, or dispossessed, their tenants
might come into possession in fee simple. And so the Columbia
County tenants went out onto the Hudson River at night and
filched the lead from nets that the Continental Congress had
strung across the river to prevent the passage of British ships.
With the lead they made bullets, and went 1o war — just like
their counterparts in southern Dutchess County, and lor the same
objective: land of their own.

But it is certainly casier to probe the inner life of other people
it one can talk to them. Ordinary people don't write much, but
they talk as much as any one else. Moreover, in talking as opposed
to writing, |'t.-r.|ing breaks l|'||'m|gh more r:.;|.~a1'ijr. Recently 1 hr_-[ln-.{l
to organize a series of hearings o take testimony as to the
oppressiveness ol work for the United States Postal Service. |
recall especially the testimony of two Alrican-American women.
Each had schooled herself to testify in a disciplined, objective
manner. But cach, after completing her formal presentation, said
more. One said:

You'd have to be there 1o understand it. On one day the



SUpCryisor tells you, this is what we want done, or how we
want it done. You do it The next day they say, "No, that's
not nght. That’s incorrect. You can't do it that way. You
shouldn't have done that” . . . O, you gl racist mail sent to
your residence, | got a greeting card from an anonymous
person, addressed h:-"]ill:'l‘.i-.', the I;'ligg-.':‘.*i'll|'|1!|'\l'u-=ur'.“ I\-'ﬂlm-;]}'
did anything about it. Or, | was accosted on the lloor by a
male supervisor. [ tell my supervisor, and [ was told, "Well
Jackie, you and he need 1o get along.”

The second woman .\tu|:|:l::m:_'|:1[ut| hor testimony as follows:

What do I want? T want [beginning to cry| to be
compensated for the humiliation, the degradation. Even
though what happened was not the cause of my divorce, it
contributed 1o it. ... The EEC) investigalor Comes down....
[He tells me] it's my fault, and analyzing me as a divorcee,
saying, “The reason you are divorced is that you got to the
point where YoM COUtgrew your husband." And me coming
home every day for twe years, yelling and screaming abow
what ll!'ll..‘}' wWere {i|nmg toome. And h:":ﬂgtrhlg tor tell e that
outgrew my hushand! No, [ drove him crazy! Because [ was
going crazy.

Oral history forever surprises us, and reminds us that what we
infer from the outside may often be wrong. [t is important not to
ASKLNE OO0 {ll.n':.-I:]:..' what events have meant to someone else. 1 at
all possible, at the end of any interview the interlocutor should be
given a chance to sum up [or him or hersell. When Alice and 1
hu]lu::{l to edit a collection of oral histories on Palestine and




Palestinians, we interviewed a YOUNg man w|urgl‘|.‘w up in a
1'r:|'ng1::E: camp in southern Lebanon and had been imprisoned at the
Ansar detention camp when Israel invaded Lebanon in the r.:a.rl}-
19805, During interrogation this young man was badly mistreated.
Three of his teeth were knocked out, While his hands were tied
behind him Isracli soldiers urinated in his face. Pliers were applied
to s genitals. At the end of the interview we asked the young
man 1o say what his detention meant 1o him, expecting an anti-
Isracli diatribe. Here is what we were told:

When @ ived in the [refugee] Camp, 1 never met a Jew, |
never met an lsraeli. The ]’J]':lll?lga_i!flﬂ was that thu}' were all
killers, The frst ime llu.:}' boambed the Camp, I was cleven
years old, [t wasin 1972, They destroyed a lot of houses,
They killed a lot of my friends. What would you expect me to
feel about Israclis? [ felt that they were killers, that they had
taken our L’Iml. and so on. [ never lelt that t}!lt':.-' were human
|'rr:[ng:=.

When I went 1o prison, | met some Israelis, | changed my
attitude. When we heard that [an] Lsraeli killed himself
because he could not stand the sitwation and was very
sympathetic with us, and when Tmet [an Isracli soldier wha
hecame a] friend - he was really a nice person! He was a
human being! | started distinguishing between one person and
anather,

Before, 1had an atiitude that came [rom living thraugh all
the hardship and shelling, living from one invasion to another,
having our house completely desiroyed by the Israclis, Bt



violenee breeds violence, [ had some [riends in Ansar whe
attacked [sraelis alter their release to get revenge, They are all
dead now.

1 changed my mind about how a human being can torture
another buman being. Mow | don’t have the heart 1o torture
another human being, because T know how it feels, Even the
person who tortured me, il I should meet him one day,
wotlld never torture him because | know how it feels. That's
how it changed my attiwde,

Finally with regard to oral history, I want to underline that
when we talk about the inwardness ﬂllC!pL'l'il‘llL'Ln we may be
talking about the process through which a person or a social
movement finds an enduring identity. Forgive me if' 1 draw on my
own experience to make this point.

When I was live or six years old, a young man named Sam
Levinger carricd me on his shoulders in a May Day |:.,1|'.1{l|:.! in New
York City. Later that year Sam Levinger went 1o Spain as a
volunteer for the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. As a child 1 was 1o0ld
that he was wounded in the groin by machine gun fire, and dicd
because medical supplies were inadequate.

Recently 1 was asked 1o review a book on the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade, and learned more facts about Sam l.{:ving{tr. He came
lrom Columbus, and attended Ohio State, His father was a rabbi,
For the last sixty years | have assumed that Sam Levinger was a
Communist, as were most of the volunteers for the Lincoln
Brigade. Now I learn that he was a member of the Young Peoples



Socialist League, as 1 might have been had 1 been lifteen years
older. Tlearned the date and place that he was fatally wounded: |
August 1937, at Belchite. These facts are all new to me, but l|'u:
inward, cssential meaning of Sam Levinger's lile and death
became part ol me as a child, [ do not even actually remember
being carried on his shoulders, Like so much of oral histary, it was
told Lo me, and | aﬂ‘.ﬂplcd It as true, ane it was true. lx*x"mgur'
touched my hfe, h.-_auhing me without words that one should be
prepared to give one’s all for an ideal.

A lew }'L‘LH."*& later there was a seconed d-.'ﬂnin!,! rx]]q_;ru_'-nu;'g_' anil
this one I do remember. A graduate student of my father's took
me on the Mew York City subway o visit the hfrzctquarmra ol the
Socialist Party on the East Side of Manhatian, When we were on
the shuttle between Times Square and Grand Central Station, he
told me the following story. The story goes that during the
Spanish Civil War there was a long line of people waiting for
lunch. Near the back of the line was a well-known anarchist
spokesperson. Semeone said to him, “Comrade, you shouldn't be
wasting time standing in the back of a lunch line! You have
important work to do: you should go to the front of the line.
Think of the Revolution!” The anarchist stayed in place and
replied, “This is the revolution.”

I have to tell you that, for better or worse, these two incidents
— hujug carricd on Sam Levinger's shoulders, h-_:arjng the story
about the anarchist in the lunch ling — could be viewed as
d[:l‘ming the |J::-|1'1i4.';1| person | have tried 1o be all my lifi:,



Oral history invites us to help others deline their identities
lrom the inside, onthe basis ol what is .ﬂrr.ulj' there, We have ;
choice with working-class students, for example, whether 1o
encourage them to feel dumb, backward, and dependent on us for
enlightenment, or whether to encourage a sense of pride, sell-
reliance, and creativity. Paclo Freire of Braril condemns the
philosophy of education which assumes the student to be an empty
vessel into which a prud::lurmlrmtl content must be poured., Oral
history can be part of an alternative, Freirian approach,

Let me quote o few passages [rom the Nicaraguan journal Envie
describing the schools that have been created by Brazilian
university students for the children of families involved in the
movement of landless peasants Lo scize and cultivate uncultivated

land,

Children are stimulated | . . to exchange among
themselves what they know and what they don’t know and 1o
learn that “not knowing” is transitory. *Not knowing” is
understond as “not knowing yl.*l" voa The i.'x:.:lmngr ol
kn{:wh\_ffgn makes it pnmihl:' f{or children to see themselves as
capable; each person has some knowledge that not every one
clse has, and carries many "not knowing yets which will be
converted into knowledge ot schoal, They ligure out that
nobody knows everything and also that nobody knows
nothing. .. The teachers in these scttlement schools know that
one of the forms of domination is (o make subordinates think
that they don’t know anything and the dominators know
everything.



T'o learn Brazil's history, “they start with their own short life
histories, the history of their family and of the saga to reach the
settlement where they now live; from tns they can leel closer to
previous histories. .. ‘The songs and stories that have passed orally
from generation to generation and that each child brings to the
group are converted into *pedagogical content’ and are then
related 1o the songs and stories of other groups, other cultures,
other peoples.”

We might say that the fullest use of oral history requires an
inward style of education to complement the practice of history
from below and from inside.

Kent State and May 4, 1970

Coming to May 4, 1970, of course it is you who are inheritors
of that history, and who arc best situated to define its inward
meaning over time. I've had some peripheral contact with the
tradition, on the hasis of which Toffer the following comments,

First, soon alter coming to Youngstown | was asked to
represent a group of Kent State pmﬁ:::r-'nrs who were protesting
the plan to build a gym on the site of the May # cvents. | can’t
remember the legal basis for the lawsuit, Perhaps its basis was
more cthical than legal. I believe that what was really at issue was
a protest against what seemed to my clients a psychological denial
of what happened on May 4, an attempt to act as i it had never
been, by physically covering over the spot. The lawsuit may be




viewed as asserting the traditional Quaker belief that disturbing
matters should be “held in the light,” dealt with face to face.

Your granite memorial, surrounded by one datfodil lor ¢ach
soldier from the United States who was killed in Vietnam, and
inscribed with the words “Inquire, Learn, Rellect,” seems to me
an important step in the right direction.

Second, the meanings of May 4, 1970 necessarily include some
labor history. Your library has notably contributed to the work of
remembering, of holding in the light, by the packet of materials it
distributes to visitors concerned to come to grips with the
meaning of May 4. The materials in the packet include Governor
Rhodes’ speech of May 3, 1970, in which he said among other
things: “we were very lortunate last night [that] we had 700
National Guardsmen in this arca on the truckers strike.” Dan
LaBotz writes in his history of the reform movement in the
Teamsters union, “'The contemporary Teamster reform
movement actually began with the 1970 wildcat strike.”

‘I'he wildcat started when the national freight contract expired
at the end of March, Disappointed at the national union’s failure
to come anywhere near the $3 an hour increase it had asked lor,
rank-and-lile union members stubbornly refused 1o return (o
work. In Toledo on April 10, 2,000 truckers shouted down their
officers and refused the proffered strike settlement. When
William Presser ordered the 16,000 wildecat strikers in the
Cleveland and Akron area to go back to work, they not only
refused but in mid-April 500 of them marched through downtown
Cleveland in a public demonstration of deliance ol the Teamster



leadership. Pacific Intermountain Express au{:mplud L6 INOVE Lwio
CONVOYs ol thirt ¥ trucks cach, but the first convoy was stopped at
Richficld, Ohio by 150 men throwing bricks and bottles that
f‘l{:.‘;ll'ﬂ}'{‘:d the windshicld u|'uvt‘.l':.r truck, In Middletown, Ohio
some 400 steelhaulers stopped trucks and lorced drivers 1o drop

their trailers and go home in their cabs.

Thus it came about that on .."'hpriE 29, Governor Rhodes
declared an emergency and deployed 3,200 National Guardsmen
in the Cleveland-Akron area. But when [ifty state troopers and
Guard=men .u'[umlﬂud to move a three-truck LOnvoy oul of a
Yellow Freight Terminal, they were driven back by 200 rock-
1hr-:}win}_: strikers.

(M course | am not suggesting that there was a coalition or
COnSpiracy between slriking truck drivers and rebellious students
at Kent State, It does seem that the powers that be used rather
similar hngu;lgu 1o characterize protest ing blue-collar workers
and their student counterparts. Thus Governor Rhodes said of the
Htrikmg truckers: “There are hoodlums roaming our highwa_','ﬂ anel
city streets, armed with shotguns and rifles with intent 1o kill, and
we'Te going to put a stop it." You can compare the |;mguagn:_' he
used about students in his May 3 speech here at Kent State.

The most important connection between the truckers and the
stucents was that the same National Guardsmen were used 1o
contain both. When the young Guardsmen arrived at your campus
they were, in the words of LaBotz, "exhausted.” | suppose fatigue
is a rather rudimentary kind of inwardness, but surely it bad
Humulhmg to do with what [ollowed on May 4.



Lastly, Thave found myself musing about an event which
occurred almost exactly two hundred years before the Kent State
ll'-'lgudj. the so-called Boston Massacre of March 1770,

At that time British soldiers were :||,11-|r1{:rud in the city of
Boston, which meant that any given houschold was obliged 1o let a
soldier use their spare bedroom. To add injury to insult, the
poorly-paid soldiers “moonlighted” at ropewalks and other places
of work, taking employment from those whom they also policed.
All this was at play on a certain late winter evening when a crowd
sathered around the building that housed British officers and
custom oflicials. Sentries were drawn up ina line belore the
Custom House. Paul Revere's famous engraving shows the crowd
a respectable distance from the British rifles, being mown down
without reason. But in fact the demonstrators were much closer
1o the soldiers, ||ur|ing snowballs dipped in icy water with an
oyster shell center, shouting curses at the *blood y lobster backs.”
The soldiers opened fire. As Irecall, five men were killed, of
whom the best-known 1o hislurr is the Alrican-American sailor,
Crispus Attucks. It was never determined whether there was an
order to fire. Captain Preston who was in command of the
sentries may have given the order, but it could not be proved, and
John Adams successfully defended him on that ground. Perhaps it
was the British civil servants hanging lrom second [Toor windows
of the Custom House,

What was the meaning of the Boston Massacre? Alter the
tragedy Sam Adams led a delegation of Bostonians 1o the British
authoritics, demanding that soldiers be removed from the city.
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They were removed, to an island in Boston Harbor. Because of
this the Boston Tea Party became possible three years later.
Perhaps, in a sunilar way, what happened here on May 4, 1970 set
limits to what the Nixon administration could do in Southeast
Aszia. We know that in the spring of 1968 General Westmoreland
asked the Johnson Administration for more soldicrs for Victnam,
and that this proposal was rejected because of a fear of domestic
unrest. The saturation bombing and invasion of Cambaodia may
likewise have become impossible 1o implement because of the
Kent State killings and the nationwide student strike that
tollowed.,

If this may have been the external impact of May 4, what was
its inner meaning? Once more, that is for you, nol me, o
determine, but [ will share an impression, based on my own
experience within the Movement of the 1960s.

There was a dillerence between the student movement as it
existed in the early 1960z, and the student movement of 1970, In
the carly 1960s we espoused nonviolence, participatory
democracy, consensus decision makmg. At the University of
Texas, SDS members sponsored a weckly event known as “gentle
'l'l'mrsthjr.' What mighl be considered the last moment in time in
which that style was the style of the whole movement was the
scene at the Pentagon in the fall of 1967, when demonstrators
called on soldiers to “join us!" and put Howers in the rilles of the
soldiers conlre nting them,

A dilferent student movemoent l.:murgud alter 1967, Policemen
were called “pigs.” Movement members spoke of "icing” and



“offing” one another, and perhaps among the Black Panthers such
killing actually took place. As opposed to consensual decision
making and an experimental approach to e uth, Intle groups
hurled at cach other their dogmatic interpretations of the Marxist
classics. Laboratories were bombed, Brinks vehicles robbed,

ROTC buildings burned.

Yet the two styles of student movement, that of the early
19605 and that of the late 19605, might coesxst in the same
location, As some students, Mrustrated h_j.r what ihn}r l|1nu!.;hl wis
their failure o affect a seemingly endless war, began to lash out in
violence, others were just joining what they hoped was a
moverment based on lave,

[ didn't know them, but 1suspect the four students killed on
Mn}r 4 were not L'xilcil:,' h}'ﬂnndn:'ﬁ, but were in varying {]L*.gl'{':v..u
Movement sympathizers in the spirit of the carly 1960s, caught up
in the violent and angry Movermnent ol 1970, F:J]'gm‘ me again loor
olfering something personal. Years alter 1970, our youngest
dnudnu called us from boarding school, “Thope you won't be
angry”, Mom and Dad, she said, “but I've decided 1o go 1o a
demonstration in W..'Lﬁt'lll'li__‘lf.tllll Lo protest Linited States policy in
Central America”. “Oh,” 1 responded, “can [ come too?” As we
drove from central Pennsylvania to the capitol, 1 told Martha
about what happunud at the I’u]‘lmgmn. When we arrived in
Washington, she asked il we could buy some flowers, so that il we
encountered soldiers into whose rifles one migl‘ﬂ insert a blossom,
she would be ready.



I think of Allison Krause and her classmates that way. A
[araway observer, Yevgeni Yevtushenko, wrote something
similar.

Of course: Bullets don't like people whe love Howers,
']']h:}-'rc jralous ladics, bullets, short on kindness,
Allison Krause, nineteen years old, you're dead,

for loving lowers.

When, thin and open as the pulse of conscience

you puta Nevwer in a rifle’s mouth and saied,

®Flowers are better than bullets,” that

was pure hope speaking.
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Acronyms

CIO (Congress of Industrial Organizations)

IWW (Industrial Workers of the World)

ROTC (Reserve Olficers Training Corps)

3135 (Swdents for a Demoeratic Society)
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